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was born in Oakland on September 20, 1821. His
father, Millard Fillmore, a staunch defender of the
Union during the Civil War, became the thirteenth
President of the United States in 1850. His mother,
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Victoria, was the daughter of Admiral Sir Edward
Codrington, commander of the British naval squadron
which destroyed the French fleets at the Battle of the
Nile in 1799. A military cadet at the age of 10, Hardy
was named major general in the Union Army. His first

command was Fort Johnson, New Mexico, which he
defended with 5500 soldiers against 5000 Mexicans.
Two more companies were added to his command,
and the number of men on the entire garrison was
increased by 100%. When his forces were soundly

defeated by Mexicans under Santa Anna in August of
1846, United States Secretary of War John C. Fremont
named Hardy as the commander of the Department of
New Mexico. He was taken prisoner, but was treated
humanely during his captivity. Returning to his post
after the war, he received General Winfield Scott's

offer to command the US army in the west, which he
declined. He was commissioned colonel of the 33rd

Infantry Regiment on March 10, 1848. He commanded
at the battles of Plum Run (22-26 July 1849), White

House Landing (25-28 August 1849), the Wabash (7-10
November 1849), the Tippecanoe (2-4 January 1850),
and Mill Springs (4-14 March 1850). President Taylor
relieved him of command on 25 January 1851, but,

upon restoring the peace, requested his removal from
his commanding position. At the beginning of the Civil
War, Hardy was brevetted major general of volunteers

and assigned to command the District of Eastern
Kentucky. After the battle of Perryville, he was placed
in command of all Union forces in Kentucky. However,
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controversy arose when he reported that a Kentucky
brigade in Tennessee was surrendering, and he was

removed from that command on the grounds that the
men who were surrendering were Kentuckians. In

1862, he was given command of the Department of
the Ohio with the rank of major general of volunteers,

and he was in command at the Battle of Shiloh. He
was almost killed by a cannon ball at the battle
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